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George Russell Reynolds, 1946

| have not always been a Baptis
The first ten years of my converte
life and the first seven years of m
ministry were spent in the fellowshiy
of another body of Christians.

In Romans 14:5, we read:et
every man be fully persuaded in h
own mind The Apostle Peter said
But sanctify the Lord God in you
hearts: and be ready always to givj
an answer to every man that aske
you a reason of the hope that is i
you with meekness and fedn our
religious convictions, we are to b
entirely and completely satisfied. W
are to be persuaded or convinced
these matters. At all times, and o
every occasion, we are to be ready

give an explanation of our position.

We ought always to defend our reli
gious convictions in a gentle, mild
and kind manner, rather than in

domineering and blustering way

These two verses teach us that evd
individual ought to act from the sin{
cere conviction of his own heart, an
that we must be true to our own col
science!

Just why did | become a Baptist]-

The word why is used interrogatively
and means for what reason, cause

opinion or belief; a statement offere

in justification or as an explanation|.

The word become signifies to pas
from one position or belief to an
other; to change; to come to be. B
lief designates our faith, conviction
or persuasion of the truth. | not onl
believe the Baptist principles, but
believe these principles to be vern
essential. Essential refers to th
which is necessary; vital; fundamer
tal; indispensable; or important in th
highest degree!

t. In Acts 28:22, the chief Jews ir

I Rome said to PaulVe desire to hear

y of thee what thou thinkest: for as cor
cerning this sect, we know that ever
where it is spoken against

The word desire shows that the|
were eager and anxious to have P4
explain his position. They wished
e they longed; they wanted; they rg
th quested to know.
n

S

The phrase “what thou thinkest?
means what is your idea; belief; judd
ment; opinion; decision; conclusion
in or how do you view or see this?

n
to

D
a)

The clause, “for as concernin
this sect,” shows that the followers g
- Christ were spoken of in a disresped

ful and reproachful manner.
a

rywhere it is spoken against,” beat
witness to the fact that the true fo

d lowers of the Lord Jesus were criti

- cised and even mis-represented

New Testament times.
P

We ought to give every person

d silla, which was a Jewess, he sent fi
Paul, and heard him concerning th
s faith in Christ (Acts 24:24). In Acts
25:22 we read,Then Agrippa said
b- unto Festus, | would also hear th
man myself. Tomorrow, said he, thg
y shalt hear him Then Agrippa said
unto Paul, Thou art permitted td
y speak for thyself. Then Paul stretchq
at forth the hand, and answered fo
- himself: | think myself happy, King
e Agrippa, because | shall answer fg
myself this day before thegActs

The clause, “we know that everyt

orfair, honest and impartial hearingd.
purpose. A reason is the basis for anWhen Felix came with his wife Druf

26:1-2). In Acts 24:10, Paul saidio
the more cheerfully answer for my-
self. These statements from the apos-
tle show that it made him happy and
that he cheerfully explained his posi-
tion. The Apostle Peter advances the
same ideaBe ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fedr Peter
3:15).

In Gal. 1:21-24 we have a very
interesting autobiographical sketch
from the pen of PaulAfterwards |
came into the regions of Syria and

- Cilicia; and was unknown by face

/- unto the churches of Judaea which
were in Christ;: But they had heard
only, That he which persecuted us in

Y times past now preacheth the faith

WWhwhich once he destroyed, and they
glorified God in me There is one

- body, and one Spirit, even as ye are
called in one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism

" (Eph. 4:4-5) . . .

} Baptists are the only body of Be-

. lievers in all the world who stand for
these twelve vital Scriptural princi-
ples in their proper sequence. There-

) fore, | am a Baptist because Baptists

f believe, teach, and hold these Bible

t- principles; and these Bible principles

are held by true Baptists alone. These

principles are fundamental to the con-
tinuation of Christianity. They are so

S vital that, if not maintained, would in

- time result in the destruction of the

- Gospel of the Grace of Christ from

IN off the face of the earth. It is these
distinctive Baptist Truths that cause
me to be a Baptist.

2}
Excerpt from the book
“Why | Became A Baptist”
Ashland Avenue Baptist Church
Lexington, Kentucky, 1946
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Don’t Forget
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u Graduation
May 31, 2008
Morning Star Baptist Church
d Cin-Day Road

West Chester, Ohio
(513) 942-9072
Pastor Dan Ferrell
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Cessationism As Taught

From
|saiah 8:16-20

Ronnie Wolfe, Dean

By Ronnie Wolfe, Dean

The Closing Of The Book

We begin in verse 16 to undel-

stand to whom the Lord is referrin
here in this chapter and concernir]
the words about the scriptures
When he says “Bind up the test

mony,” he is speaking of the scrip-

tures, which title is given to the
scriptures in Psalm 119 sever
times. He commands that the scri
tures be bound up. When th

scrolls were first written and one

book was finished, the writer would

ples, tells what will be done afte
the scriptures are closed. He say
“I will wait upon the Lord . . . | will

look for him” (verse 17). After the
canon of scripture is closed, th
) only thing left to do is to wait upon
gthe Lord. Isaiah mentions thi
. again in the 40th chapter of hi
_ book: Isaiah 40:3But they that
wait upon the LORD shall renewv
their strength; they shall mount uj
L) With wings as eagles; they sha
_run, and not be weary; and the
shall walk, and not faint.Isn’t that

what every Christian is doing in ou
| own present age?

D
e

1)

wrap the scroll together and tie
with cords. This was an indicatio
that the book was finished. This i

an indication that Isaiah was to be|a

finished book and that nothin
would be added to the book
Isaiah.

Then he says to “seal the la
among my disciples.” As we rea
the entirety of this chapter, and e
pecially the entire book of Isaiah, i
is easy to understand that he
speaking here of the New Testa
ment saints, the Lord’s disciples. 4

part of the section of scripture ig
qguoted in Hebrews 2:13, which ng-

tice. This makes the context refe
to New Testament disciples.
Among these New Testamer

disciples, the scriptures are to Qe

“sealed.” This Hebrew word
CHATHAM means to bring to a
stop or to lock up. In the New Tes
tament time, the scriptures will bg
locked up or brought to a close.

Waiting For The Lord

Isaiah, here putting himself in th
place of the New Testament disc

t
The Signs And Wonders

Isaiah mentions Jesus Christ hin
self as a sign (verse 18): Notic
Isaiah 7:14Therefore the Lord him-
self shall give you a sign; Behold,
virgin shall conceive, and bear
son, and shall call his name Imman
uel.

speaks here of New Testame

e

[e

There is no doubt that he

I with their sorceries in New Testa-
s,ment times, but they are warned
here not to seek after wizards that
peep and mutter. God’s children
are to seek after their God, not other
gods. Some even seek the “living
to the dead,” which refers to the
necromancer to predict the future or
to deceive the people in other ways.

Isaiah gives us a way to test those
who would invite us to seek the
familiar spirits: Isaiah 8:200 the
law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to this word, it
is because there is no light in them
This law and testimony are now
complete, so this completed and
sealed text can be used to test all
preachers and prognosticators.

This testimony was sealed and
closed when the book of Revelation
was completed, and in this final
book a warning is given, one that
pertains to the completed scriptures:
Rev. 22:18 For | testify unto every
man that heareth the words of the
nt prophecy of this book, If any man

e

V24

y

r

-
e
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is times. When Jesus was born, it w
.- & glorious sign to Israel that thei
\ Messiah had come, and many b
. lieved on him.

The people of God are a wondé
to the world, to the angels, and t
one another as they gather togeth
¢ in the local churches to worship th
name of Jesus Christ in praise b
cause of the grace that has be
bestowed upon them. The New Te
_ tament believers also saw the mir

cles of Jesus, which makes the
" wonder at his supernatural powers

=

14

Speaking The Word

False prophets will come and in
_ vite God’s people to seek after fg
miliar spirits as the Pharisees di

1%

asshall add unto these things, God
r shall add unto him the plagues that
e-are written in this book: 19 And if
any man shall take away from the
or words of the book of this prophecy,
0 God shall take away his part out of
erthe book of life, and out of the holy
e city, and from the things which are
- written in this book.
en
S_
i-
m The opposing view to this article
is called Continuationism, and it is
one of the greatest threats to the
soundness of our churches. At An-
tioch Baptist College, we believe in
- a completed revelation of scripture,
- which is called a “more sure word
d of prophecy (2 Peter 1:19).

Conclusion
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Antioch Baptist College Conference
0
= April 1, 2008
— April 11-12 qul.?)o AM
b2 First Baptist Church of Harrison, Ohio '
Hill & Broadway Streets :
) LaQuinta Inn
= (513) 367-6713 11029 Dowlin Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45241
E 7:00 PM on Friday Evening neinnat
o 10:00 AM on Saturday Morning FREE LUNCH
n
= Preachers
o FREE BOOKS TO
Ll Friday: Jim Rankin — Cliff Christman PREACHERS
Saturday: Billy Hollbrook — Carl Morton
Andy Doherty Bro. Cecil Fayard
Preaching
m Antioch Baptist College Conference Come for the
= Fellowship
= May 2-3
2 Trinity Missionary Baptist Church, Richmond, Ky. Come for the
g Highway 25 west of I-75 Encouragement
E Cliff Christman, Pastor
- (859) 623-6868 Please call
S Bro. Ronnie Wolfe
N Preachers to confirm that
S Friday: Ronnie Wolfe — Dan Ferrell you are coming.
LL Saturday: Donnie Burford — Rudy Calayan (513) 236-1172
Will Carter




